' The CASE of the Maſters, Wardens, Aſifans;, and Gmnonaly of the 4s us Myſtery of F 
| of the River of Thames truly ſtated, and humbly offered to the Conſideration of the Honourable the Knights 
Citizens, and Burgeſſes in Parliament Aſſembled. 


He Free Fiſhermen of thi River of Thame: were Incorporated and made a Compan King Charles the Firſt, .in the t year of his 
oppoſed and endeav to be ſupprefſt by the Com ; of Fikmnagees of ts Clyof Leks; wo prevent which, AM berter ſu 
pany of Fiſhermen, to this intents and purpoſes hereafter mentioned, 

The lare King Famer th IL by Charter i the IN 05 1 did Incorporate ſeveral perſons, 
Comme nalty of the Art or Myſtery of Fiſhermen of the River of , and all the then Inhabirants in the Counties 
Ff London, and that ſhould inhabit in the ſaid Counties and City, orany of them, uſing, or that ſhould uſe, the Craft of Fiſhing 
from the Stone called London Mark-ffene weſtward of Stains-bridge, to Yeandall alias Teanler, and Waters of Medway, to the Libexties of the Ci 
aces fromthe North-foreland in Kent to Harwich in Eſſex,with power to make By-laws for the better governing the ſaid Company, ? | 
or and Court of Aldermen of the City of and of his Court of Admiralty, are binding to all the Members of the faid 
Charter is contained as followeth. | 
7. The ſaid Charter is declared to be granted, tus the M2 Company Book eabs that the Fry and Spawn of Fiſhin the ſaid River be not deſtroyed. 
2. That the Goods brought and &nveyed upon and thro the ſaid Rivers into this , or intended'to be carried out ofthe ſame, OO | 
nay Ot anger 5 ws way vlog co gon oe fog 1 pen nn 3 h. Fade pe paler grant hp wg re es 3 ee _ 
the two at no perlon e ſaid Com on board of any Veſſel, or take into hi t out efſel, goods - 
fe was Guo s repeat hal genre wth Cllr dee Olin throk = \ nk, Sikhs & 
» Every T wo e up an es, , q 1 on, Jetzou, Lagon, or other x t them to 
che Company and they to he Lord Mayor of the Cry of Lond, and Judge of the Admiralty Court map By onolen, wy he 
4 The ſaid Company is to take tare that no Fiſh ſhall be tranſported by any-Member thereof, or {old to be tranſported, during ſuch time the ſame ſhall be prohi- 
_—_— che King, or any ſix Lords of his Privy Council. 
5 Tis (6d Company os endeardur 6s provece the Lirotfing of Fiſh, and fore tai the publick Fiſ borty the Chiy of Lakhs, by angle 
6. 1 pany to our to t the O , and fore- e publick Fiſh-markets that ſupply the Ci inting the 
Juſtices of Peace haewkh, which Char eve - ts ad 7 3. "" 
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Purſuant eo the authority of which Chartes” -Laws have been made by the ſaid Company, and after great conſideration and debate, have been confirmed 
by the Lord Mayor and Court of a Judgs.ob þjs Majelligs High _ of Admiralty,and approved an by ſeveral of the Judges of his Majeſtics Courts 
of Fe Dy-taws of the £.id Corpany REN ime the riohear'd Afeithods of Filking for all forts of Eih Limits, of 

r. The By-laws of the Cai ip nd} Fiſhing for all forts of Fiſh within their Limits, the Size of Nets, and Fiſh to be 
taken therewith, and inflis Pena and Forfciuragy Ft ed, : Sita 7% | : | 


2. The By-laws injoin the Members of the Compan to go with, and afliſt perſons deputed to ſurvey the ſajd Rivers from time to time, to ſeize and cut all unlawful 
p- 


Nets, .o 60 ent Offendersto & next 0 oh ftp In ing order * be parnieny for the ſame. | 
. The By-l uire ev on, whites admi id Company, tetake an Oath of Allegiance to the King, and that he will not e or 
carry any nacuſtomed or prohibited or know the ſameto be done by any othfſ# without diſcovering the ſame. ns _ 
4- The By-laws require every perſon of the ſaid Fwho ſhall be: t thby a Court of Afliſtants for his Majeſties Service at-Sea, ſhallmake his 
. on Summonsat the Company's Hall, fitted with Cloaths and other Neceflarics to be Tipped for his Majeſties Service under the Penalty of five : and the idCom- 
pany hath Orders raiſed five hundred men in a ſhort time. | | | 
oy _y __ (amongſt Deny others might be giren) iz may appear how ſerviceable the ſaid Company is, and may be to the King, and uſeful to the 
: it might. 0, | ip | 
The ſaid Company humbly ES his Honorable Houſe, 'thas there being'n IM e 1 aſſed. for Incouraging of Sea-mens by Regiſtring them - 
the Maſter, Wardens and Affiſtants of the ſaid Company might be permitted "and" y t ro Repmer rTP Aeritert vw DS _ 
their Servants, . within the limits of their Company, in ſuch methods, and to ſuch innts and purpoſes as the ſaid A ſhall dire& and appoint: 'By which, © 
I. The ſaid Company will diſcover ſome thouſands of Fiſhermen and Dredgermen, which in Contempt of their Company, and Offend daily againſt the ſaid 
Charter and By-Laws, and run outof the way, and ſculk and abfcond themielives,. when the King hath occaſion for them. | 
2. The Company will be able, -as Orders be given to them, in a very ſhort time, and with lictle Charge to the King, to ſupply the Royal Fleet yearly with 
2000 good Seamen. | . | | 
3. The ſaid Company will be able the better to obſerve and goes the aforeſaid intents and diretions, contained in their ſaid Charter and By-Laws. But-the 
Company finding two Petitions delivered in oppoſition to their Petition, beg leave wp make theſe ping Rents, in Anſwer to them. 
The firſt Petition againſt the ſaid Company s Petition is in the name of the Fillmongers Company of Londen. , 
Obſerve, The Fiſhmongers CAREY have ever ſince the Fiſhermen have been Incorporated endeavoured to ruin their Company and inſlave their ON ap rate 
Fiſh to what O—_ price they pleaſe : as the ſame hath been Reported by the Lord Mayor and Court of Aldermen to the King and Council, upon a Reference 
on a Petition of the Fiſhermens Company, againſt the ſaid Fiſlbmongers evil ceg of Engrofling'and Foreſtalling the Markets of Fiſh, and Combining to take all 
' Fiſh coming, or that comes to Landon, and dividing the ſame atnongfſt rhemfelves by Lotts, and preventing the ſame being ſold in Markets as they ought to be, and 
by that means raiſing the oo of Fiſh near two thirds more than it would be, if the ſame were diſpoſed of as by Law ic ought, and when they have taken whole 
Cargo of Fiſh from the Fiſhermen, making them take what rate they pleaſe for the ſame. = | 
ve. The ſaid rg at this time, as appears by printed | papers, put out. in the names of Thom. Hutchins, Edward Newport and William Elle, are under a 
Combination to monopolize all Salmon into their hands, to prevent which the ſaid perſons, in the ſaid Paper, ſet forth ſeveral places where perſons may be furniſhed 
with Salmon, -at pound, cn Bang days in the week. 9 00. SEN RE ME Ss 
it cannot be wondered at, that the ſaid Fiſhmongers Company do:endavour to prevent any thi at may tend to the ſu and advantage of the ſaid 
Fiſhermens Company, to prevent'their reducing them to their ancient | legal way of Trading, chanedy making Fiſh plentiful and cheap in wp parts of the 
Town ; and their being nothing in their Petition of any ve alledged many ſaid Falhermens CONS; it's hoped the lame'will have no'effeR, unleſs it be to 
induce the Honourable Houſe of Commons to grant the ſaid Fiſhermens Cc y what, to the Ends and Intents aforeſaid, they humbly deſire. | 
The ſecond Petition againſt the ſaid Company of Fiſhermens Petition is under the hands of ſeveral Members of the ſaid Company, and ar firſt may ſeem ſtrange, 
Ig The Gia. adobe. beiced — and at th inſtigation of { f the Fiſhm Co ereby to { 
— TIT. The ſaid Petition was folk , and obtai e contrivance, at the initigation of ſome of the Fiſhmoggers Com in hopes th to ſeem to de- 
rid the Members of the faid Company, and prote®t theaſeives inthe continiing thei aforeſaid pradtices by fuch deviion Ye POO 
2. All, or moſt of the Perſons whble Names are ſubſcribedto the aid Petition, have been frequently, and are Offenders againſt' the Charter and By-laws of- the. 
ſaid Famgeny, and divers times have been preſented, convicted, and puniſhed for the ſame ; and itma juitly be feared are drawn in by the ſaid Fiſhmongers, in hopes 
to throw off from themſelves all R ion and Government over them, that they may make what Deftrudtion of Fiſh, and commit what Nuzences and other &- 
A IE i h hoped, that the H oumble Houſe of Commons, by a Clauſe in the Bill f f and 
All which matters bei tis onoumd! y a ein the Bill for Regiſtring of Seamen, will it 
anthorize the Maſter, Wardens, and Adiftants vr the time being, to regiſter all —_—, and their Servants, wi = Limits of heir , in 
fach methods to ſuch purpoſes as the ſaid Bill ſhall direct and appoint any other Seafafing Men to | _—_— it being not tobe doubted, that the Right Honourable 
now Maſter of the ſaidFiſhermens Company, will ſupply his Majeftics Royal Fleet with Men able and fit for that Service out of the- 


- 
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All which Matters are humbly ſubmicted to the Conſideration of this Honourable Hodſe. 


